
 

       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AIHA Expands Efforts to Improve Care and Support Services for 
Vulnerable Children and Families in Nigeria 
 
Building on its PEPFAR-funded Social Work and OVC Support Initiative, AIHA kicks 
off two new social welfare workforce strengthening projects  
 
Washington, DC, July 11, 2013 - The American International Health Alliance (AIHA) is 
pleased to announce that we are part of a consortium that has been awarded the USAID-
funded Systems Transformed for Empowered Action and Enabling Responses for Vulnerable 
Children and Families (STEER) project in Northern Nigeria. 
 
Led by Save the Children, the STEER consortium also includes the Association for 
Reproductive and Family Health, Management Sciences for Health, and Mercy Corps. This 5-
year project is designed to mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS on Nigerian children and 
families by creating greater country ownership and leadership through strengthened 
governments, civil society, and families. STEER's goal is to reach approximately 500,000 
orphans and vulnerable children, as well as 125,000 caregivers, in the Northern Nigerian states 
of Bauchi, Kaduna, Kano, Plateau, and Sokoto. 
 
For the past decade, reliance on the ability of community volunteers to interface with families 
at the household level, identify their needs, and link them to appropriate services has been a 
key element of the support community-based organizations (CBOs) and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) provide for orphans and vulnerable children and families in this region. 
 
Currently, AIHA is the only pre-service implementer in Nigeria that is addressing the country's 
critical social welfare workforce shortage through our successful Para Social Worker (PSW) 
Training Program in Enugu State. Under STEER, we will work closely with Save the Children 
and its partners to bolster the professionalism of the social welfare workforce in Northern 
Nigeria, focusing on building the capacity of staff at CBOs, CSOs, local government authorities 
(LGAs), and other organizations throughout the region.  
 
Drawing on the Enugu model and similar AIHA PSW training programs in Ethiopia and 
Tanzania, AIHA will adapt a curriculum and course materials to the Northern Nigerian context 
to scale up the creation of community-level professional cadres of Para Social Workers in the 
five target states. 
 
In addition to this new collaboration in Northern Nigeria, the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) in Nigeria and the Nigerian Ministry of Women’s Affairs and Social 
Development (MWASD) have requested that AIHA expand our PSW Training Program in 
Enugu into the neighboring Benue State. 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
For more information please contact: 
 
Justice Chukwudi Ulunta 
AIHA Country Director for Nigeria 
112 Ogui Road Asata Enugu 
Emene, Enugu State  
(234) 803-431-2049 
justluntah@gmail.com  



Benue currently has the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence of all states in Nigeria. In October 2012, 
the Benue State Commissioner for Health and Social Services disclosed that more than 
600,000 individuals in the state are currently living with HIV or AIDS. 
 
In partnership with the Centre for Integrated Health Programs (CIHP) and Benue State 
University’s Department of Sociology (BSU), AIHA is in the process of launching this new 
project, which is designed to increase the number of community-level Para Social Workers in 
the region as a way to expand access to services for vulnerable children and their caretakers. 
AIHA will be opening an office in the Benue State capital of Makurdi to support this expansion, 
and will conduct a major stakeholders meeting there in August to kick off the expansion project.  
 
AIHA’s Nigeria Social Work and OVC Support Initiative has been providing technical 
assistance to the Federal School of Social Work in Enugu and the Department of Social Work 
at the University of Nigeria in Nsukka since 2008 thanks to support from the US President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and CDC/Nigeria. 
 
 
 

For more information on the HIV/AIDS Twinning Center, visit www.TwinningAgainstAIDS.org.  
For more information about AIHA, visit our Web site at www.aiha.com. 
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